1 


ob : Nee Bn Play, Bis 1 wr ah 
(jhe American Numnigmatic anil Archeological Society off New {Jork. 


rit ~ 


Founded 185'7—Incorporated 1865. 


Ci COmrAk TO’ MEMBERS. 


Tue Society desiring to collect and preserve materials in order to enable the 
Historiographer to prepare and read before it, upon the demise of any member, a 


memorial of his life, these queries are forwarded to you with the earnest request 
that they may be answered zz ex¢enso, and returned without delay. 


OE Se LO wNes, 


1 What is your full name? Axnswer. bales Philips cn recden id 


bo 


What were the names of your parents? A. 

Wel” A oT FE OR 
Wong an ? 

3. What were the names of your grandparents? A. 


heal e SeecKp7er J. 
A Aorelia G Pre ttehal § nage tig ae 
4. When and where were you born? A. Capt Qi_e fT HS 


j 
- 


5. If you are married, give the maiden name of your wife, and her residence, 


the names of her parents, the date of your marriage, and the place where you were 


married? 4. ih ctatore © al. We Vavhet(G Alec 27 sacl 
J Pinks ADAtce Phase eCOFr r 
Ai degli ve Cee 


; Cs g4Cry J I.0OM -ffaaiBns 
6. If you have had any children, give their names in the order of their 


birth. A. . 0 
Che Caz 3 G (PL pv eo ee ee 





7. If any member of your family is deceased, give the name and date of 


death. A. Ore B cece 9g fa. Cev (oorceves | j 


8. State where you were brought up and educated. A. Dag ler OH 66 





9. If you were graduated by any college, give the name and class. A. 
DrCA71re limcver Ay : Sci a Din tlelee le re Chie 
Vale he c Cor ccerr os CC TS, a 
ia or 


10. State what degrees, if any, have been conferred, and by Whom. A. AB. ee. 


11. State your occupation; and if you are a member of any of the learned 
professions. 4, Felired Sawyer - 


fea Poentat of Sila, traunom ce Gx 9 Von: 


12. If you have held any public office, either Municipal, State or Federal, state 


what, when, and for how long. A. YWYareanw mene offre ca, 


a0 o Bot lirneg Gee L Zo 5 Volo wa Corte User 
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3. If you have been connected with any corporations, or other societies, state 


in what manner. A. Prewrd7~ Slee Tien Ge . 


Moet eg Cole BtewsOau ot SeLawre 
7 Ceci Curd (Reform O1Cw ‘ 
a Shtivavcla Ark ameor. | 


14. If you have written any book, pamphlet or article which has been printed, 


state when and where published, and give titles in full, and please furnish copies to 

the Library of the Society. A. A Preken > 
hh Baoan al sable site: a Anwre CH 
Cum cn. Dlrr22e7-202.« Creer 5 Oh tegen WS i 
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THE SINEWS OF BATTLE SAVED BY THE GAL- 
. LANTRY OF GATES P. THRUSTON. 


CAPT, E. E. WINTERS TELLS THE TALE. 





How one event begets or suggests another. Looking through 
documents to confirm, or set aside, my personal recollections of 
the Litt. Battle of Lavergne, the Bunker-Hill battle of the 
South, I came across the following telegram sent by General 
Rosecrans to the War Department about a month or so subse- 
quent to the hard-fought struggle of Murfreesboro or “Stone- 


River ” 
[BY TELEGRAM. | 


Heapguarters, Derr. of THE CUMBERLAND, 
Murrreersoro, Tenn., Feb. 13, 1863. 


To Brig.-General L. Thomas, Adj. General, U.S. A., Washington, D. C. 
Please haye Captain G. P. Thruston, First Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
appointed my senior aid-de-camp, with the rank of Major. His gal- 
laniry saved the Ammunition Train of the Right Wing at the Battle of 
Stone River. W.S. Rosncrans, Major General commanding. 

OrrictaL. Henry Stone, A. A. A. G. 

When [ read this, | was enabled by a little effort to recall to 
mind the circumstances which occasioned the then com..and- 
ing general of the army to mete out to an officer of quite infer- 
ior rank so distinguished a mede of praise, accompanied by 
such a flattering promotion from a captaincy of infantry vyol- 
unteers to be his senior aid. And when I identified the G. P. 
Thruston of this army telegram as being General Gates P, 
Thruston, the distinguished lawyer and the cultured citizen of 
Nashville, my interest was the more aroused to look up the de- 
tails of the “gallant” achievement worthy of such special men- 
tion by his general. 





When, at gray dawn on the morning of the 31st of December, 
1862, the right wing of Rosecrans’ army, under the immediate 
command of Major General Alex. McD. McCook, was attacked 
and its too extended and comparatively thin lines were routed 
by the sudden and overpowering advance of Gen, Hardee’s left 
of Bragg’s rebel forces, it so happened that Gates P. Thruston, 
captain of the First Ohio Infantry, was the Ordinance Officer in 
charge of McCook’s Ammunition Train, consisting of 79 wagons, 
guarded by two companies of volunteer infantry. 

Its position was near to the;Wilkinson pike in the rear of the 
center of McCook’s lines. 

Captain Thrus.on was that morning in the saddle and his 
men and wagons ready for motion, as early as the first streaks of 
dawning light made gray the horizon. 

It was not long after this that the rebel rush upon the Right 
Wing took place and the recoil upon him of the stamped fugi- 
tives of the Union army made it too evident there had been a 
serious disaster, which fact was soon confirmed by the appear- 
ance of the rebel cavalry swarming in the rear. 

To retreat with his extended charge of 79 wagons down the 
turnpike was inevitably to give them a prey to the rebel horse, 
and deprive the rest of the army still intact of the sinews of 
battle which they contained. 

With that prompt decision which is the intuition of genius 
he concluded to take his Train across the country, by no estab- 
lished road, to the rear of the unbroken force of the army, and 
he finally found himself and his charge near the Murfreesboro 
pike, within easy reach of the Left Wing commanded by Major 
General T. L. Crittenden, and not over four hundred yards from 
General Rosecrans’ headquarters—the whole distance traversed 
from his starting point near the Wilkinson pike being quite 
three miles. 

He cut his way with axes through cedar woods, crossed gul- 
lies, mounted hills, descended through vallies, forded Stewart’s 
Creek three times, and by about noon reached his objective 
point with his important trust intact. 

But he had to tight for it. His pathway was not without 
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The rebel horsemen, as if scenting the im- 
portance of his Train, three times attacked and captured his 
wagons, but each time he succeeded in rescuing them without 
damage, by brave countercharges, cavalry and stragglers aiding 
him; though, alas, on recovering the teams it was found that 
his darkey teamsters had been killed in cold blood, which seems 
to have been part of the rebel policy at that time; and Captain 
Thruston was therefore compelled to replace them with his 
white soldiers as drivers. 

Upon reaching his point of rest and safety near the Murfrees- 
boro pike, Capt. Thruston met Capt. Thompson of General 
Rosecrans’ statf, and told him to inform the General that the 
Ammunition Train of the Right Wing had been brought by 
him across the country in safety, and was at the command of 
the army, then and there. 

The staff officer, excited by the important and quite unex- 
pected news, hastened to tell the commander the surprising in- 
telligence; for all at headquarters had, until then, given up the 
Ammunition Train as lost in the disaster to the Right Wing, be- 
lieving it to have been gobbled up by the hordes of rebel riders 
in the rear. 

It was not long after Captain Thruston had informed the 
staff officer of the facts, when Gen. Rosecrans with his staff and 
escort, dashed down to where he was standing, and hurriedly 
and excitedly interrogated: “Where is the man who said the 
Ammunition Train was saved?” Captain Thruston spoke 
promptly up, but in a quiet tone: ‘I am the man.” “Who 
are you?” “G. P. Thruston, Ist Ohio Volunteer Infantry.” 
(Had you charge of the train and guard?” “T had, sir.” 
“What is your rank?” “Captain.” “Well, sir, consider your- 
self promoted for gallantry to the rank of Major, from this date.” 


The vital importance of this determined action of Ordinance 
Officer Thruston to the whole army, may be estimated from 
these curt excited utterances of the commanding general. The 
telegram to the War Department which I quoted at the com- 
mencement of this article, shows, that Rosecrans in his cooler 
moments did not forget to confirm hts judgment of the battle- 
field. 

But I find also on the record the following, by which it is 


Woe 


trials and thorns. 


clear that General McCook was even more deeply impressed by 


Capt. Thruston’s action. I extract from the text of the “His- 
tory of Rosecrans’ Campaign, being a Narrative of personal 
observations, with an Appendix consisting of official reports of 
The Battle of Stone River, by W. D. Bickham, correspondent of 
the Cincinnati Commercial,” published in 1863. On page 248 of 
this book it is stated: 

“The rebel cavalry were swarming on the right, on the le’ 
and in the rear. On the left they attacked a train and slaugh- 
tered some stragglers. On the right they charged on McCook’s 
ordinance train; but it was twice rescued through the gallantry 
and address of his Ordinance officer, Captain Gates P. Thruston, 
who subsequently for his good conduct in that sanguinary bat- 
tle (of Stone river) was promoted to the conspicuous position 
of Chief-of-Staff of the 20th army corps, with the rank of 
lieutenant colonel.” 

From which it appears that McCook “saw” General Rose- 
crans’ Major promotion of the gallant Thruston, and went him 
a Lieutenant Colonel “ better.” 

















It may be mentioned that both the major and the lieutenant — 


colonel commissions reached Captain Thruston from Wash- 
ington by the same mail. 

General Rosecrans in his official report of the battle of Stone 
river, Says: 

“The AmmunitionTrain of the Right Wing endangered by its 


sudden discormfiture, was taken charge of by Captain Thruston, | 


of the First Ohio regiment, an Ordinance officer, who, by his 
energy and gallantry, aided by a charge of cavalry, and such — 
troops as he could pick up, earried it through the woods to the | 


_ (ileal 


Murfreesboro pike, around lo the rear ofthe Left Wing, thus en- 
abling the troops of Sheridan’s division to replenish their empty 
cartridge boxes.” 

Besides this complimentary mention of Captain Thruston by 
the commanding general himself, contained in the main body 
of his report, he also has this farther reference to the matter, 
under the heading of “ Names especially mentioned for import- 
ant service in the Battle of Stone River” 

“Srarr or Mason Generat McCook-~Captain Gates P. Thrus- 
ton, First Ohio, specially mentioned by Major General McCook, 
and others, for particular acts of gallantry, skill and good con- 
duct. He is mentioned by Generals Negley, Johnson, Dayis, 
Sheridan and Carlin.” 

From all of which I am moved to remark, that I think Gen. 
Gates P. Thruston’s posterity need not be ashamed of their an- 


cestor’s battle record. 





WASHINGTON G. A. R. NOTES. 
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At the National Capital now, is the busy season. 


active charity duties entailed upon the various Posts of theA}e- 
partment of the Potomac, from the inclement rainy seaso, nd 
discharges of old soldiers from Department clerkships/which 
has been Yreely done, much as it may have been dered, not- 
withstanding and in the face of the law protecting syéh cases— 
comes the anyual election of Post officials, with the/preparation 
for Department Encampments in February, whef the Depart- 
ment officials ar& elected. 
_ Appended is ar, official list of Department 
far as are yet received at National headquarterf: 
Jan. 21st, Dept. of\Vermont, City Hall, Buylington. 
Jan. 21st, Dept. of Rhode Island, at Providence. 
Jan. 22nd, Dept. of Nlorida, at Eustis. 
Jan, 27th and 28th, Dept. of Connecticyt. 
Jan 27th and 28th, Dep. of Massachugetts, Boston. 
Feb. 3rd and 4th. Dept. Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 
Feb. 9th, Dept. of PennsyWania, Scfanton. 
Feb. 10th, Dept. of Maine, Skowhggan. 
Feb. 11th, Dept. of New Jerséy, Prenton. 
Feb. 12th, Dept. of Delaware, WAlmington. 
Feb. 17th, Dept. of Illinois, Spyikgfield. 
Feb. 17th, Dept. of Nebraska/ReW Cloud. 
Feb. 17th, Dept. of New Hayfpshixe; Dover. 
Feb. 17th and 18th, Dept. of Indiayla, Indianapolis. 
_ Feb. 17th and 18th, Dept.Af Missou\i, Mexico. 
_ Feb, 18th, 19th and 20th/Dept. of Ca\ifornia, Sacramento. 
- April 21st, Dept. of New York, New York City. 


campments, as 


aa 


Twenty new Posts hayé been organizec\ in California the past 
year. Six Posts in Arigonaysignify a wish\to be retained in the 
California Departmen fink who blames tham with such a record 
of thrift and energy 7s this represents. Co\amander Warfield 
is a live comrade as fhig record also conclusivyly shows. He re- 
ports the W. R. C. if equally flourishing condifton. They fear 
not to rid themselfeg of barnacles, too, as reports\show, at Tuc- 
son, Pima county/ A. T., Comrade James F. Toplidy,was dishon- 
orably dischargdd/from Post Negley, and dismiss\d from the 
\ Grand Army ff the Republic. Also comrade A.V. Hanna 
dishonorably fismissed from Col. Whipple Post, and Nismissed 
_ from the Grafd Army of the Republic. 
~ Sufficient funds of the per capita contributions to the\Grant 
Memorial G. A. R. monument have already been received Yo as- 
sure the movement no longer an uncertainty. It is now ath es- 
tablished fact, and will be so reported officially very soon. Tis 
_ promptness is far beyond expecta tion and shows deep interes 
the old “vets” feel in this particular work. But little more is 
tequired, and that promptly done, in this collection, then the 
work of construction can commence at once; a work that will 
‘bea credit to the G. A. R,, testimonial to the 


and a lasting 
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memory of a distinguished comrade and great lead 
of the age, U. 8. Grant; so erected at the Nation’ 8 Ca 
so much to save. € o 
In the session of Congress before the holiday recess, 
eral pensiXn bills presented ; each for relief of some oA 
but there ida bill prepared, which is to cover all, a 
termed a germral legislative bill, It reorganizes the e 
tice system of Nension office and grants pensions as ip mT é 
From date of Nisability or discharge from the fervice, 1% 
female nurses of tNe late war; to the Reserve Marine service It 
also stops the govertnent from declaring a man/unso fd ae 
time of enlistment, ith certain exceptions. I abolishe al 
rank and gives a pensiOy according to the degre¢ of disability yr 
Tt establishes all rates by\law instead of by rulings of hace a, 
and it now exists. It wil, increase a majority of the diseg e, 
slight wound, and injury cases. It grants peysions to depe (- 
ent widows at twelve dollar and children gt five dollars” er 
month, without requiring prdof that the death cause of tl 
dier was due to the service. It\has a servige pension for a - 
abled soldiers, if their disability\was received without thei fault, 
no matter where received, and i\prisonfrs of war. It forbid 
officers to make inquiries abouX yoyr claim without your 
knowledge. It forbids the taking o\sedret evidence i in any ‘form, 
If your claim has been rejected fron\Any improper cause it 
quires a reopening and allows you J\ meet anything. adve 
It appoints new men to adjust rejegted claims, defines by law 
all technical terms used in the ofti#e an gives them woannets 
sense interpretation. It relieves You of n\any burdens now im- 
posed in what is termed “ red-taye,” and is\the most liberal of 
any bill ever written. There isnot a class Yisabled or in it. 
that is not provided for, including widows an minor children 
of deceased soldiers, and if hugband or father Kad a claim pen d- 
ing or rejected when he diedj his widew and children wit 
regard to their re-marriage gr age, are subrogted to a } 
rights he would have if livifg. It also relieves the prisoners: of 
war from the strict rules of proof. 
Comrade Whitten, of Ufion City, Indiana, has worked ane 
bill for oyer six month t¢ perfect it and is sent here as a mana 
ger of its legislation yit commission from the Union Vet era n 
Army, which is more gf a political organization than tl he Grand 
Army in that it fight# for preference of veterans fore mploy- 
ment everywhere, igYoring politics for duty in self-p ptection 
and self-support. Mr. Whitten has the co-operation of his co m= 
rades of the G. A. ¥. also, so far as the regulations will aq mit of 
legislative fees) work. : 
We will follow up these matter; report the progress ¢ of suc 
beneficent meagure as this seems to be. There is no bunc 0 
to be tacked t@ this legislation, and is a philanthropic work on 


the part of the comrade mentioned. E. B. 8. 
7 





At one time General A. J. Smith, of the army of the Tennes-_ 
see, took it into his head to order that the wagons, ete., belong- 
ing to the different regiments of his command should have 
painted on themsome emblem or ipstfnia, by which each reg- 













regiments, a hard one} 
regiment had not ado 
would ve pee enol 


o the general ra said that his 
any badge, he hoped the general 
to sugsest one. The ‘gene promptly 





CTy a the belt saree "dae 


fists am a soldi@—a soldi of Beara “Old’ui 


the grenadier, “You 
how.” 


15. If any biographical sketch of you or history of your family has oe inted, peek 
‘ = ae Z ewl- ORGI 
please refer to it? A. Be ogr tala? ys CRN TT PREP = Reed 4 


” prictarn ne Gre Duck tow . fer?) Sb zeteth 


G. 


16. Give in detail any incidents which have gone to make up the history of 
your life; acquaintance with distinguished men. ete.; in fact, everything that should 
be presented in a memorial of your life. A. 

Yale delat elaao ak ec ole42 i of 
— = ‘ Saw lh Wee. 
Cop Fa o porlwrarrleers Af. a 
Gnoy ov $A,AG ie Slaff eft ortrr“2-L 
Sf Wer22e0r Ae ne oe me \Wayf 20" a 


(a> 
erieet” bok go  G. 20 
EIR Bet hea Behe by 
G-Chom. Os ap aes ee pr 2g7o") 
Ly 4 acne Qeo WH - Lh 
fersurtoes / te, Baie ow ha corm andaten J Go-€ Mrwaz 


17. If anyof your oe or descendants have held important positions of 
honor or trust, please give details. 4, 


On genes age rea Se oe 


Ter 

Gitex > rg) nay i” Fae. As Aye ae See : 

€ aeons Ct cew lr cu dncNian» gal JP, eevee Os 
you can vive the name of the first ancestor of the family in this country, 

please do so. A. Ebwoard DPRrteWa. of Briers 7r€ Eng Coed Corcrx.«g 

Te berg creer “en. Oct sble. luce Aeceer AtgG eR hoend 7 fo-—3 
Re i en eee 160€ RK LEZLEY, 

Tee Bes Otlnne nico OM Geneve tome 

Pena ee ONT brcece alliae FREY Fare x hnaeg ti ¢€E Ko 


Nore.—Please also send to the Society, for its Album, a photographic likeness of yourself, with your autograph 
beneath it, if you have not already done so; and donations of anything you may have written will be particularly 
acceptable, as well as contributions germane to its Library and Cabinets. 


Ilen. of wBroek pe ee,” gf 4 (PHitwilen. 


peta vi le 





~ TINS 


Vern , 
American Numismatic and Archeological Soci Ly’, 


Room 25, N. Y. University Buitpinc, WASHINGTON SQUARE, New York Ciry. 





